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Växjö Katedralskola provides a full-time learning environment for upper secondary 

school students aged 16 to 19. Our talented young people learn to realise their 

potential, to develop the academic and extra-curricular opportunities provided by 

their creative gifts, and to become fully coping young adults in a changing world. 

 

The Cathedral School was established in 1643 in Växjö, on an earlier school founded 

in 1340. Växjö is an education hub in the south of Sweden, and the school has 

established academic partnerships with other secondary schools in Europe and Asia, 

and with Linnaeus University in Växjö. This upper secondary school features the 

aesthetics, economics, experimental sciences, humanities, and social science 

programmes in the Swedish National Curriculum, as well as the International 

Baccalaureate Diploma. Many faculty hold post-graduate and research qualifications 

and receive national teaching prizes, and the students are motivated and awarded 

prizes and scholarships in the sciences, arts, and mathematics. Our IB Diploma 

graduates are accepted into universities in Australia, Canada, Europe, Japan, 

Scandinavia, the U.K. and the U.S. The IB Diploma develops critical thinking and 

intellectual reasoning and is considered highly attractive by universities worldwide. 

“Universities laud the independent thinking and creativity the IB encourages in 

students – skills which last beyond university level and into the world of work – that 

are invaluable, but very difficult to teach in a classroom.” The Independent 

Newspaper 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/education/schools/why-schools-love-the-international-baccal

aureate-1784352.html 

 

The IB Diploma is a three-year programme in our municipal school. This aligns with 

the three-year upper secondary school parametres outlined by the Swedish School 

Law. The first year is equivalent to Year 10 or IB MYP5. IB Diploma programme 

students take all subjects in English, with the exception of languages such as French, 

German, Italian, Japanese, Spanish, and Swedish, before studying their two-year IB 

Diploma in their second and third years. 
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The IB Diploma Programme is for students that want to study and work overseas. It 

is also excellent preparation for studies at universities in Sweden, and includes 

university credits, depending on subjects and grades. Year 10 also provides grades 

that certify completing lower secondary school, and these grades are sent to all 

universities. 

 

The principles underlying our educational aims are: 

 

​ The provision of full equality and equity of learning opportunities regardless 

of race, gender, physical or other barriers to learning, faith or political 

affiliation, sexual inclination, or social background; 

​ The provision of an excellent quality of teaching and learning experience; 

​ The provision of full pastoral care and inclusive access arrangements to 

support all students and promote the holistic well-being of each student; 

​ The provision of a stimulating faculty and student community with an 

interesting calendar of educational events, guest lectures, concerts, theatre, 

dance, sports, and many student-led initiatives in clubs and other events; 

​ The provision of a well-maintained, enriched learning environment that is 

conducive to thinking and inquiry. 

 

The IB Diploma offers academic depth and breadth in six subjects, three taken at 

higher level and three taken at standard level, from our subject groups: 

 

1 Studies in Language and Literature A: English A Language A SSST, Swedish A 

2 Language Acquisition B: English B, German B, Spanish B, Swedish B, Swedish B ab 

initio 

3 Individuals and Societies: Geography, Global Politics, Psychology 

4 Experimental Sciences: Biology, Chemistry, Physics 

5 Mathematics at Standard Level and Higher Level 

6 Arts or Electives: Film, or another subject from groups 1-4 

The Core of the IB Diploma is the CAS course of Creativity, Activity, Service, the 

Extended Essay, and the Theory of Knowledge subject. 

 

Click here to find out: What is an IB education? 

https://www.ibo.org/professional-development/free-learning/what-is-an-ib-educati

on/ 

 

More information for parents: 

https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/programmes/dp/pdfs/1609-dp-gui

de-for-parents-en.pdf 
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The IB Learner Profile 

 

IB students the world over, in all 

IB programmes from the very 

youngest to the 16+ learners, are 

encouraged to be inquirers, 

thinkers, risk-takers, and 

communicators, and to develop the 

attributes of being balanced, 

caring, knowledgeable, 

open-minded, principled, and 

reflective.  

This is intended to help develop a 

sense of global citizenship and 

international-mindedness that 

incorporates respect for the 

differences of others. 

 

 

We look forward to hearing from you all – students, parents, and guardians – and 

discussing your ideas for how you intend to shape your own learning in the IB 

Diploma, your interests, and your hopes for the future. 

 

We look forward to beginning the IB Diploma adventure of intellectual self-discovery 

as together, we think, and we thrive. 

 

 

Växjö Katedralskola IB Diploma Programme Vision 

Together: Thinking and Thriving* 

 

Växjö Katedralskola IB Diploma Programme Mission Statement 

We encourage holistic learning that ensures high academic standards, the  

                   development of lifelong skills and well-being, and a sense of  

                    international-mindedness that gives our students the ability  

                                  to think and act both locally and globally. 

 

 

 

 

*selected by our IB Diploma students, September 2025 


